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example of a democratic electorate insisting on
economy. Even in the House on the present occasion,
when there was a consensus among leading members
of all parties on the pressing need for a parsimonious
administration of the finances, a " count/' which
Sir George Bartley remarked that he had never
before known in a budget discussion (which was also
virtually a vote of censure on the Ministry), " seemed to
prove the hollowness of much of the cry for economy/3
From the moment of the second reading, lengthy
debates took place on each of the budget proposals,
the plan of utilizing the unclaimed dividend account
to strengthen balances alone escaping protracted
criticism, though some speakers contrasted with
approval Mr. Gladstone's action in employing this
fund for the extinction of debt. There were repeated
motions for the reduction of the tea duty which, it
was urged, fell very hardly on the very poorest, and
especially on the poor Irish. A proposal was made
to exempt Ireland altogether from the operation of
the duty, but this was rejected. A special day was,
however, given for the ventilation of the alleged
Irish grievance of general over-taxation, and the
debate which ensued was of interest, producing as
it did, first, a suggestion from Mr. Waldron that
Ireland should make a fixed Imperial contribution
and be left at liberty to manage the rest of her finances
herself; and, secondly, a promise from the Chancellor
of the Exchequer that he would consider favourably
any proposals for the more economical working of
Irish administration, and would consent to the
allocation of any money so saved to development
and kindred purposes.